




“You’ll note that the position of the wheelchair lift is up further and toward
the front of the bus,” Keesler explained. “Where the wheelchair sits in the bus
is much closer to the front (and behind the driver) which I think is a plus
because it provides a more comfortable ride.”

He explained that the older ATA buses have wheelchair lifts at the back of the
bus, which don’t offer as smooth a ride for the person with the disability.

Keesler said there are approximately 10 new ATA 554 buses currently housed
in Johnsonburg, with more expected to be sent to Bradford.

“We’re also in the process of acquiring some new Ford Transit vans,” he
added. “They’ll be a little bit smaller, but maneuverability (will be better) …
they’re going to be used in some of the six counties we’re in.”

He noted the smaller vans will better serve rural, outlying areas in McKean
County, as well as Potter County.

“They’re smaller and easier to get around, and more economical on the fuel,”
 he said of the vans which will also accommodate wheelchairs. “Our goal has
always been that we want all of our vehicles to be wheelchair-accessible.”

John Lacny, ATA director of marketing and communications and Kelli Surra,
also of the marketing department, said the “Every Ride Counts” theme is part
of a nationwide awareness program promoted by the National Aging and
Disability Transportation Center.



He said the program was launched in December along with the release of a 
comprehensive transportation survey of older adults, people with disabilities 
and caregivers. ATA participated in the launch of the “Every Ride Counts” 
campaign during a news conference held at the National Press Club in 
Washington, D.C. on Dec. 7.

Lacny said the new ATA bus was featured on a national Facebook and Twitter 
feed by the National Aging and Disability Transportation Center (NADTC) in 
Washington.

“When we sent this image to NADTC we wanted to make sure they were 
aware that we had placed their national campaign theme (Every Ride Counts) 
on our bus,” Lacny said  “We didn’t expect the posting, but there it is.”

He further noted the NADTC offers training and support to service providers 
and transportation agencies such as the ATA. The mission of NADTC is to 
assure that older adults, people with disabilities and caregivers are aware of 
how local transportation options can help them get where they need to go.

Lacny said the ATA has already distributed nearly 1,000 copies of a 
publication from NADTC called “Before You Give Up the Keys,” and has made 
this “planner” booklet available free of charge.



ATA, a six-county regional transportation authority with headquarters in 
Johnsonburg, supports facilities in Bradford and DuBois and transit centers 
operating in St. Marys and Punxsutawney.
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Some area residents may have seen the new 
ATA Bus 554 that is now traveling through 
Bradford and other communities in McKean 
County, but may be unaware the buses are part 
of the “Every Ride Counts” national campaign 
of 2019. 

The bus, which sports a different color pat-
tern, also provides a more comfortable ride for 
people in wheelchairs, said Bill Keesler, ATA 
North Division Manager in Bradford. 

Keesler said one of the new buses was used 

for transport beginning this week in Bradford, 
as well as in other communities and counties 
served by the Area Transportation Authority.

“We’re always trying to improve transporta-
tion in the communities that we serve,” Keesler 
said. 

He noted the new buses were designed to 
offer more comfort to people with disabilities. 

“You’ll note that the position of the wheel-
chair lift is up further and toward the front of 
the bus,” Keesler explained. “Where the wheel-
chair sits in the bus is much closer to the front 
(and behind the driver) which I think is a plus 

ATA has new, more 
accessible buses

Era photo by Kate Day Sager 
Bill Keesler, ATA North Division Manager in Bradford, stands near a new ATA Bus 
554 at the bus garage on Rutherford Run. The new buses are part of a national 
campaign that feature the “Every Ride Counts” theme along with a different color 
pattern and better wheelchair accomodations. 

(See ATA, Page A-12)
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because it provides a more 
comfortable ride.” 

He explained that the 
older ATA buses have 
wheelchair lifts at the back 
of the bus, which don’t offer 
as smooth a ride for the per-
son with the disability. 

Keesler said there are 
approximately 10 new ATA 
554 buses currently housed 
in Johnsonburg, with more 
expected to be sent to 
Bradford. 

“We’re also in the pro-
cess of acquiring some 
new Ford Transit vans,” he 
added. “They’ll be a little 
bit smaller, but maneuver-
ability (will be better) … 
they’re going to be used 
in some of the six counties 
we’re in.” 

He noted the smaller 
vans will better serve rural, 
outlying areas in McKean 
County, as well as Potter 
County. 

“They’re smaller and 
easier to get around, and 
more economical on the 
fuel,”  he said of the vans 
which will also accommo-
date wheelchairs. “Our goal 
has always been that we 
want all of our vehicles to 
be wheelchair-accessible.” 

John Lacny, ATA direc-
tor of marketing and com-
munications and Kelli 
Surra, also of the marketing 
department, said the “Every 
Ride Counts” theme is part 
of a nationwide aware-
ness program promoted 
by the National Aging and 
Disability Transportation 
Center. 

He said the program 
was launched in December 
along with the release of a 
comprehensive transporta-
tion survey of older adults, 

people with disabilities and 
caregivers. ATA partici-
pated in the launch of the 
“Every Ride Counts” cam-
paign during a news confer-
ence held at the National 
Press Club in Washington, 
D.C. on Dec. 7.

Lacny said the new
ATA bus was featured on 
a national Facebook and 
Twitter feed by the National 
Aging and Disability
Transportation Center
(NADTC) in Washington. 

“When we sent this 
image to NADTC we want-
ed to make sure they were 
aware that we had placed 
their national campaign 
theme (Every Ride Counts) 
on our bus,” Lacny said  
“We didn’t expect the post-
ing, but there it is.”

He further noted the
NADTC offers training and 
support to service providers 
and transportation agencies 
such as the ATA. The mis-
sion of NADTC is to assure 
that older adults, people
with disabilities and care-
givers are aware of how
local transportation options 
can help them get where
they need to go. 

Lacny said the ATA has 
already distributed nearly
1,000 copies of a publica-
tion from NADTC called
“Before You Give Up the
Keys,” and has made this 
“planner” booklet available 
free of charge.

ATA, a six-county
regional transportation
authority with headquarters 
in Johnsonburg, supports 
facilities in Bradford and
DuBois and transit centers 
operating in St. Marys and 
Punxsutawney.

ATA
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COLD SEASON: Have 
you ever been curious 
about a sneeze?

The website thefactsite.
com says that people don’t 
sneeze in their sleep, as 
the brain shuts down the 
reflex. Maybe it’s a bit 
gross, but it seems like 
everyone is sick at this 
time of year.

The website also esti-
mates that if you sneeze 
while traveling at 60 mph, 
your eyes are closed for an 
average of 50 feet.

From Reader’s Digest, 
some more informa-
tion about sneezes. 
Sneezing is your body 
rebooting. Researchers 
from the University of 
Pennsylvania reported on 
why we sneeze, conclud-
ing that we need to reset 
our naval cavities every 
so often. A sneeze accom-
plishes that.

A sneeze can travel 
up to 100 miles per hour. 
The faster the air moves 
out of your nose, the 
louder the sneeze.

This is why it is so 
important to cover your 
mouth with your elbow 
when you sneeze: the 
spray can travel five feet 
or more.

Sneezing is quite a 
workout, as it engages 
one’s throat, chest, dia-
phragm and abdomen.

The cold itself is actual-
ly a minor infection caused 
by more than 200 different 
viruses, the most common 
of which is the rhinovirus.

Adults get an aver-
age of two to four colds 
per year, mostly between 
September and May, 
while children suffer 
from six to eight colds 
per year. Colds usually 
last about seven to 10 
days.

More than one billion 
cases of the common cold 
occur in the U.S. each 
year.

According to 
Smithsonian Magazine, 
stocking up on vitamin C 
won’t help. If you take at 
least 0.2 grams of vitamin 
C every day, you aren’t 
likely to have fewer colds, 
but the colds you get may 
be of shorter duration.

Web MD reports: “Time 
to set the record straight. 
There’s no evidence that 
you get sick because 
you’ve been out in the cold 
weather. And don’t worry 
if you get overheated. 
It doesn’t lead to a cold 
either.”

What does make a cold 
worse, however, is stress. 
The more stressed you are, 
the longer a common cold 
can last.
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Era photo by Caleb Huntoon
The clock tower of Old City Hall, at the intersection of Boylston and Kennedy 
streets, stands tall before sunset on Tuesday.

HARRISBURG (AP) — Pennsylvania’s U.S. 
senators split in votes on competing bills for end-
ing the partial government shutdown as the Senate 
rejected President Donald Trump’s plan and another 
that passed the Democratic-controlled House.

Thursday’s votes saw Republican Sen. Pat 
Toomey back Trump’s legislation, while Democratic 
Sen. Bob Casey supported the House bill. The 
Democratic proposal got two more votes than 
Trump’s plan in the Republican-controlled Senate.

The House bill would have reopened the govern-
ment through Feb. 8, but didn’t allow money for a 
border wall that Trump is demanding.

The Trump-backed bill included $5.7 billion for 
border-wall funding, along with funding to reopen 
the government on a longer-term basis, temporary 
protections for young immigrants and new curbs on 
Central Americans seeking safe haven.

Some 800,000 federal workers are due to miss a 
second paycheck Friday.

Casey, Toomey split 
in votes on bills
to end shutdown

By DANIELLE GAMBLE
Special to The Era

Cravings for popcorn are sure to waft through the concert 
halls this weekend when the Southern Tier Symphony pres-
ents a movie-themed showcase this weekend.

In its second concert series of the season, the orchestra will 
present “Music from the Movies.” Selections include themes 
from such cinematic classics as “Jurassic Park,” and “E.T. 
the Extra-Terrestrial,” as well as pieces you may have heard 
dozens of times but never known the name of.

“They evoke movie memories because they’ve been a 
part of several movie scores for years,” said the orchestra’s 
Executive Director Betsy Cashing. “I love the fact that 
(Conductor Ben Grow) has put together so many iconic 
pieces that will touch people.”

The first show will be held at 7:30 p.m. Saturday at the 
Olean (N.Y.) High School Auditorium. The second is set for 
3 p.m. Sunday at the Bromeley Theater at the University of 
Pittsburgh Bradford campus.

Cashing said the program is broken up in parts that reflect 
the type of music being played. 

The first half will be classical music in movies — that is, 
historical works in film and pop culture. This will include 
such pieces as: 

A weekend at the movies with the Southern Tier Symphony

By RUTH BOGDAN
Era Reporter
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

SMETHPORT — A former Eldred 
Borough secretary will serve time in 
McKean County Jail and pay thou-
sands of dollars in restitution for alle-
gations she was stealing sewage pay-
ments from residents.

Robin C. Mazurkiewicz, 55, of 
Eldred, was sentenced Thursday in 
McKean County Court before President 
Judge John Pavlock. She pleaded guilty 
Dec. 20 to charges of theft by failure to 
make required disposition of funds, 
a third-degree felony; and tampering 
with public records, a second-degree 
misdemeanor.

Mazurkiewicz will serve 30 days to 
23 ½ months in McKean County Jail 
with 23 ½ months of probation to be 
served concurrent to — or at the same 
time as — the jail term.

She was ordered to pay back $24,500 
in restitution for money stolen from the 
borough, as well as $1,800 for the cost 
of the forensic accountant who aided 
in the investigation. As part of the plea 
agreement, she must pay restitution in 
full by March 1.

Additionally, she is to complete 
100 hours of community service and 
have drug & alcohol and mental health 
evaluations.

“I am very remorseful for what I’ve 
done,” Mazurkiewicz told Pavlock.

She said the only thing she asked 
was if she could serve house arrest 
instead of jail time.

Former 
Eldred
secretary 
to serve 
jail time

(See SECRETARY, Page A-12)

By KATE DAY SAGER 
Era Reporter 
kdsager@bradfordera.com

Some area residents may have seen the new 
ATA Bus 554 that is now traveling through 
Bradford and other communities in McKean 
County, but may be unaware the buses are part 
of the “Every Ride Counts” national campaign 
of 2019. 

The bus, which sports a different color pat-
tern, also provides a more comfortable ride for 
people in wheelchairs, said Bill Keesler, ATA 
North Division Manager in Bradford. 

Keesler said one of the new buses was used 

for transport beginning this week in Bradford, 
as well as in other communities and counties 
served by the Area Transportation Authority.

“We’re always trying to improve transporta-
tion in the communities that we serve,” Keesler 
said. 

He noted the new buses were designed to 
offer more comfort to people with disabilities. 

“You’ll note that the position of the wheel-
chair lift is up further and toward the front of 
the bus,” Keesler explained. “Where the wheel-
chair sits in the bus is much closer to the front 
(and behind the driver) which I think is a plus 

ATA has new, more 
accessible buses

Era photo by Kate Day Sager 
Bill Keesler, ATA North Division Manager in Bradford, stands near a new ATA Bus 
554 at the bus garage on Rutherford Run. The new buses are part of a national 
campaign that feature the “Every Ride Counts” theme along with a different color 
pattern and better wheelchair accomodations. 

(See ATA, Page A-12)

Era file photo
The Southern Tier Symphony performs in Bradford in January 2018.(See SYMPHONY, Page A-12)


